
 

PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION 
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,Sector 16, Chandigarh. 

Ph: 0172-2864112, Email: - psic23@punjabmail.gov.in 
Visit us: - www.infocommpunjab.com 

 

Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia, (9464500405) 
(RTI Activist), Ward No. 18, Street No. 2,  
Kartar Nagar, Amloh Road, Khanna,  
Ludhiana-141401.     ………….Appellant/Complainant 

Versus 
Public Information Officer                                                     ……………………Respondent 
O/o  Municipal Engineer, Municipal Council,  
MandiGobindgarh, District Fatehgarh Sahib. 
  
First Appellate Authority         
O/o  Regional Deputy Director,  
Urban Local Govt. Ludhiana.  

 

Appeal Case No.1046 of 2020 
(Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

 

Present:     Appellant: Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia 
              Respondent: Sh. Sandeep Singh (JE), 7508100568 
 
ORDER:  
 
1. This order may be read in the continuity of previous order dated 23.03.2021, 

05.05.2021,22.06.2021 and 21.09.2021 (vide which order was reserved). 

Decision announced on 25.10.2021. 

2. Information sought:-  
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Appeal Case No.1046 of 2020 
(Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

 

Facts: 

3. On 21.09.2021 Appellant, Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia requested the court to transfer 

all his case to some another bench for reconsideration as he was not satisfied with the 

decision made by this undersigned bench. 

4. Written Submission by respondent PIO: A letter (undertaking) vide diary no. 22625  dated 

05.10.2021, is received in the commission from respondent PIO, relevant portion of which is 

reproduced below: 

 

5. Taking note of the prayer of the appellant to transfer this case to some another bench for 

redressal, this Court is of the considered view that the appellant has no reason to approach 

this Commission again for the same RTI application when the case has been properly 

heard/addressed by the bench of undersigned. 
 

6. In view of this Court, it is a clear cut case of forum shopping. Such practice is against the 

judicial discipline. The act of bench-hunting or bench shopping or bench-avoiding is not 

permissible under the law. No appellant/complainant can play hide and seek with the 

courts or adopt pick and choose. Another settled canon of administration of justice is that no 

appellant/complainant should be permitted to misuse the judicial process by filing frivolous 

petitions. No appellant/complainant has a right to unlimited drought upon the Court time and 

public money in order to get his affairs settled in the manner as he wishes. In any event 

there is no justifiable reason in such a case to permit the petitioner to invoke the 

extraordinary jurisdiction of the Court under RTI Act 2005 of the Commission once again 

seeking similar relief. In various judgments, the Apex Court has heavily come on and 

criticized the bench hunting. Bench hunting has been deprecated by the Apex Court in the 

case of Sarguja Transport Service Vs. State Transport Appellate Tribunal, Madhya Pradesh, 

Gwalior reported in (1987) 1 SCC 5 and in M/S. Upadhyay & Co vs State Of U.P. & 

others reported in (1999) 1 SCC 81. 
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Appeal Case No.1046 of 2020 
(Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

 

Decision: 

 

7. Keeping in view of the forgoing discussion of the case and perusal of the records placed in 

the case file, this Court is of the view that the RTI application has been suitably replied and 

the information has been supplied to the best extent. Moreover, the factual position has 

been brought to the notice of the appellant.                            

 The appeal is disposed of accordingly. 

         Sd/-     
Chandigarh                                                                    (Maninder Singh Patti) 

Dated: 25.10.2021                                                      State Information Commissioner, Pb. 
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PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION 
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,Sector 16, Chandigarh. 

Ph: 0172-2864112, Email: - psic23@punjabmail.gov.in 
Visit us: - www.infocommpunjab.com 

 

Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia, (9464500405) 
(RTI Activist), Ward No. 18, Street No. 2,  
Kartar Nagar, Amloh Road, Khanna,  
Ludhiana-141401.     ………….Appellant/Complainant 

Versus 
Public Information Officer                                                     ……………………Respondent 
O/o  Municipal Engineer, Municipal Council,  

MandiGobindgarh, District Fatehgarh Sahib. 
  
First Appellate Authority         
O/o  Regional Deputy Director,  

Urban Local Govt. Ludhiana.  

 

Appeal Case No.1047 of 2020 
(Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

 
Present:     Appellant: Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia 
              Respondent: Sh. Sandeep Singh (JE), 7508100568 
ORDER:  
 
1. This order may be read in the continuity of previous order dated 23.03.2021, 

05.05.2021,22.06.2021 and 21.09.2021 (vide which order was reserved). 

Decision announced on 25.10.2021. 

2. Information sought:-  
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Appeal Case No.1047 of 2020 
(Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

 

Facts: 

3. On 21.09.2021 Appellant, Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia requested the court to transfer 

all his case to some another bench for reconsideration as he was not satisfied with the 

decision made by this undersigned bench. 

4. Written Submission by respondent PIO: A letter (undertaking) vide diary no. 22625  dated 

05.10.2021, is received in the commission from respondent PIO, relevant portion of which is 

reproduced below: 

 

5. Taking note of the prayer of the appellant to transfer this case to some another bench for 

redressal, this Court is of the considered view that the appellant has no reason to approach 

this Commission again for the same RTI application when the case has been properly 

heard/addressed by the bench of undersigned. 
 

6. In view of this Court, it is a clear cut case of forum shopping. Such practice is against the 

judicial discipline. The act of bench-hunting or bench shopping or bench-avoiding is not 

permissible under the law. No appellant/complainant can play hide and seek with the 

courts or adopt pick and choose. Another settled canon of administration of justice is that no 

appellant/complainant should be permitted to misuse the judicial process by filing frivolous 

petitions. No appellant/complainant has a right to unlimited drought upon the Court time and 

public money in order to get his affairs settled in the manner as he wishes. In any event 

there is no justifiable reason in such a case to permit the petitioner to invoke the 

extraordinary jurisdiction of the Court under RTI Act 2005 of the Commission once again 

seeking similar relief. In various judgments, the Apex Court has heavily come on and 

criticized the bench hunting. Bench hunting has been deprecated by the Apex Court in the 

case of Sarguja Transport Service Vs. State Transport Appellate Tribunal, Madhya Pradesh, 

Gwalior reported in (1987) 1 SCC 5 and in M/S. Upadhyay & Co vs State Of U.P. & 

others reported in (1999) 1 SCC 81. 
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Appeal Case No.1047 of 2020 
(Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

 

Decision: 

 

7. Keeping in view of the forgoing discussion of the case and perusal of the records placed in 

the case file, this Court is of the view that the RTI application has been suitably replied and 

the information has been supplied to the best extent. Moreover, the factual position has 

been brought to the notice of the appellant.                            

 The appeal is disposed of accordingly. 

         Sd/-     
Chandigarh                                                                    (Maninder Singh Patti) 

Dated: 25.10.2021                                                      State Information Commissioner, Pb. 
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PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION 
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,Sector 16, Chandigarh. 

Ph: 0172-2864112, Email: - psic23@punjabmail.gov.in 
Visit us: - www.infocommpunjab.com 

 

Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia, (9464500405) 
(RTI Activist), Ward No. 18, Street No. 2,  
Kartar Nagar, Amloh Road, Khanna,  
Ludhiana-141401.     ………….Appellant/Complainant 

Versus 
Public Information Officer                                                     ……………………Respondent 
O/o  Municipal Engineer, Municipal Council,  

MandiGobindgarh, District Fatehgarh Sahib. 
  
First Appellate Authority         
O/o  Regional Deputy Director,  

Urban Local Govt. Ludhiana.  

 

Appeal Case No.1048 of 2020 
(Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

 
Present:     Appellant: Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia 
              Respondent: Sh. Sandeep Singh (JE), 7508100568 
 
ORDER:  
 
1. This order may be read in the continuity of previous order dated 23.03.2021, 

05.05.2021,22.06.2021 and 21.09.2021 (vide which order was reserved). 

Decision announced on 25.10.2021. 

2. Information sought:-  

 

1/3 

 

mailto:psic23@punjabmail.gov.in
http://www.infocommpunjab.com/


Appeal Case No.1048 of 2020 
(Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

 

Facts: 

3. On 21.09.2021 Appellant, Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia requested the court to transfer 

all his case to some another bench for reconsideration as he was not satisfied with the 

decision made by this undersigned bench. 

4. Written Submission by respondent PIO: A letter (undertaking) vide diary no. 22625  dated 

05.10.2021, is received in the commission from respondent PIO, relevant portion of which is 

reproduced below: 

 

5. Taking note of the prayer of the appellant to transfer this case to some another bench for 

redressal, this Court is of the considered view that the appellant has no reason to approach 

this Commission again for the same RTI application when the case has been properly 

heard/addressed by the bench of undersigned. 
 

6. In view of this Court, it is a clear cut case of forum shopping. Such practice is against the 

judicial discipline. The act of bench-hunting or bench shopping or bench-avoiding is not 

permissible under the law. No appellant/complainant can play hide and seek with the 

courts or adopt pick and choose. Another settled canon of administration of justice is that no 

appellant/complainant should be permitted to misuse the judicial process by filing frivolous 

petitions. No appellant/complainant has a right to unlimited drought upon the Court time and 

public money in order to get his affairs settled in the manner as he wishes. In any event 

there is no justifiable reason in such a case to permit the petitioner to invoke the 

extraordinary jurisdiction of the Court under RTI Act 2005 of the Commission once again 

seeking similar relief. In various judgments, the Apex Court has heavily come on and 

criticized the bench hunting. Bench hunting has been deprecated by the Apex Court in the 

case of Sarguja Transport Service Vs. State Transport Appellate Tribunal, Madhya Pradesh, 

Gwalior reported in (1987) 1 SCC 5 and in M/S. Upadhyay & Co vs State Of U.P. & 

others reported in (1999) 1 SCC 81. 
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Appeal Case No.1048 of 2020 
(Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

 

Decision: 

 

7. Keeping in view of the forgoing discussion of the case and perusal of the records placed in 

the case file, this Court is of the view that the RTI application has been suitably replied and 

the information has been supplied to the best extent. Moreover, the factual position has 

been brought to the notice of the appellant.                            

 The appeal is disposed of accordingly. 

         Sd/-     
Chandigarh                                                                    (Maninder Singh Patti) 

Dated: 25.10.2021                                                      State Information Commissioner, Pb. 
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PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION 
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,Sector 16, Chandigarh. 

Ph: 0172-2864112, Email: - psic23@punjabmail.gov.in 

Visit us: - www.infocommpunjab.com 
 

Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia, (9464500405) 
(RTI Activist), Ward No. 18, Street No. 2,  
Kartar Nagar, Amloh Road, Khanna,  
Ludhiana-141401.     ………….Appellant/Complainant 

Versus 
Public Information Officer                                                     ……………………Respondent 
O/o  Municipal Engineer, Municipal Council,  
MandiGobindgarh, District Fatehgarh Sahib. 
  
First Appellate Authority         
O/o  Regional Deputy Director,  
Urban Local Govt. Ludhiana.  

Appeal Case No.1245 of 2020 
(Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

Present:     Appellant: Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia 
              Respondent: Sh. Sandeep Singh (JE), 7508100568 
ORDER:  
 
1. This order may be read in the continuity of previous order dated 23.03.2021, 

05.05.2021,22.06.2021 and 21.09.2021 (vide which order was reserved). 

Decision announced on 25.10.2021. 

2. Information sought:-  

 

Facts: 

3. On 21.09.2021 Appellant, Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia requested the court to transfer 

all his case to some another bench for reconsideration as he was not satisfied with the 

decision made by this undersigned bench. 

4. Written Submission by respondent PIO: A letter (undertaking) vide diary no. 22625  dated 

05.10.2021, is received in the commission from respondent PIO, relevant portion of which is 

reproduced below: 
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Appeal Case No.1245 of 2020 

(Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

 

5. Taking note of the prayer of the appellant to transfer this case to some another bench for 

redressal, this Court is of the considered view that the appellant has no reason to approach 

this Commission again for the same RTI application when the case has been properly 

heard/addressed by the bench of undersigned. 
 

6. In view of this Court, it is a clear cut case of forum shopping. Such practice is against the 

judicial discipline. The act of bench-hunting or bench shopping or bench-avoiding is not 

permissible under the law. No appellant/complainant can play hide and seek with the 

courts or adopt pick and choose. Another settled canon of administration of justice is that no 

appellant/complainant should be permitted to misuse the judicial process by filing frivolous 

petitions. No appellant/complainant has a right to unlimited drought upon the Court time and 

public money in order to get his affairs settled in the manner as he wishes. In any event 

there is no justifiable reason in such a case to permit the petitioner to invoke the 

extraordinary jurisdiction of the Court under RTI Act 2005 of the Commission once again 

seeking similar relief. In various judgments, the Apex Court has heavily come on and 

criticized the bench hunting. Bench hunting has been deprecated by the Apex Court in the 

case of Sarguja Transport Service Vs. State Transport Appellate Tribunal, Madhya Pradesh, 

Gwalior reported in (1987) 1 SCC 5 and in M/S. Upadhyay & Co vs State Of U.P. & 

others reported in (1999) 1 SCC 81. 

 

Decision: 

 

7. Keeping in view of the forgoing discussion of the case and perusal of the records placed in 

the case file, this Court is of the view that the RTI application has been suitably replied and 

the information has been supplied to the best extent. Moreover, the factual position has 

been brought to the notice of the appellant.                            

 The appeal is disposed of accordingly. 

         Sd/-     
Chandigarh                                                                    (Maninder Singh Patti) 

Dated: 25.10.2021                                                      State Information Commissioner, Pb. 
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PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION 
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,Sector 16, Chandigarh. 

Ph: 0172-2864112, Email: - psic23@punjabmail.gov.in 
Visit us: - www.infocommpunjab.com 

 

Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia, (9464500405) 
(RTI Activist), Ward No. 18, Street No. 2,  
Kartar Nagar, Amloh Road, Khanna,  
Ludhiana-141401.     ………….Appellant/Complainant 

Versus 
Public Information Officer                                                     ……………………Respondent 
O/o  Municipal Engineer, Municipal Council,  

MandiGobindgarh, District Fatehgarh Sahib. 
  
First Appellate Authority         
O/o  Regional Deputy Director,  

Urban Local Govt. Ludhiana.  

Appeal Case No.1246 of 2020 
(Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

Present:     Appellant: Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia 
              Respondent: Sh. Sandeep Singh (JE), 7508100568 
ORDER:  
 
1. This order may be read in the continuity of previous order dated 23.03.2021, 

05.05.2021,22.06.2021 and 21.09.2021 (vide which order was reserved). 

Decision announced on 25.10.2021. 

2. Information sought:-  

 
Facts: 

3. On 21.09.2021 Appellant, Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia requested the court to transfer 

all his case to some another bench for reconsideration as he was not satisfied with the 

decision made by this undersigned bench. 

4. Written Submission by respondent PIO: A letter (undertaking) vide diary no. 22625  dated 

05.10.2021, is received in the commission from respondent PIO, relevant portion of which is 

reproduced below: 
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Appeal Case No.1246 of 2020 

(Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

5. Taking note of the prayer of the appellant to transfer this case to some another bench for 

redressal, this Court is of the considered view that the appellant has no reason to approach 

this Commission again for the same RTI application when the case has been properly 

heard/addressed by the bench of undersigned. 
 

6. In view of this Court, it is a clear cut case of forum shopping. Such practice is against the 

judicial discipline. The act of bench-hunting or bench shopping or bench-avoiding is not 

permissible under the law. No appellant/complainant can play hide and seek with the 

courts or adopt pick and choose. Another settled canon of administration of justice is that no 

appellant/complainant should be permitted to misuse the judicial process by filing frivolous 

petitions. No appellant/complainant has a right to unlimited drought upon the Court time and 

public money in order to get his affairs settled in the manner as he wishes. In any event 

there is no justifiable reason in such a case to permit the petitioner to invoke the 

extraordinary jurisdiction of the Court under RTI Act 2005 of the Commission once again 

seeking similar relief. In various judgments, the Apex Court has heavily come on and 

criticized the bench hunting. Bench hunting has been deprecated by the Apex Court in the 

case of Sarguja Transport Service Vs. State Transport Appellate Tribunal, Madhya Pradesh, 

Gwalior reported in (1987) 1 SCC 5 and in M/S. Upadhyay & Co vs State Of U.P. & 

others reported in (1999) 1 SCC 81. 

 

Decision: 

 

7. Keeping in view of the forgoing discussion of the case and perusal of the records placed in 

the case file, this Court is of the view that the RTI application has been suitably replied and 

the information has been supplied to the best extent. Moreover, the factual position has 

been brought to the notice of the appellant.                            

 The appeal is disposed of accordingly. 

         Sd/-     
Chandigarh                                                                    (Maninder Singh Patti) 

Dated: 25.10.2021                                                      State Information Commissioner, Pb. 
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PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION 
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,Sector 16, Chandigarh. 

Ph: 0172-2864112, Email: - psic23@punjabmail.gov.in 
Visit us: - www.infocommpunjab.com 

 

Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia, (9464500405) 
(RTI Activist), Ward No. 18, Street No. 2,  
Kartar Nagar, Amloh Road, Khanna,  
Ludhiana-141401.     ………….Appellant/Complainant 

Versus 
Public Information Officer                                                     ……………………Respondent 
O/o  EO, Municipal Council, 
Khanna, Ludhiana. 
  
First Appellate Authority         
O/o  Regional Deputy Director,  
Urban Local Govt. Ludhiana.  

    Appeal Case No.1449 of 2020 
    (Cisco Webex Proceedings) 
 

Present:     Appellant: Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia 
              Respondent: Sh. Rajesh Rehni (SDO), 9888089001 
ORDER:  
 
1. This order may be read in the continuity of previous order dated 23.03.2021, 

05.05.2021,22.06.2021 and 21.09.2021 (vide which order was reserved). 

Decision announced on 25.10.2021. 

2. Information sought:- 
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Appeal Case No.1449 of 2020 
    (Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

Facts: 

3. On 21.09.2021 Appellant, Sh. Ramandeep Singh Ahluwalia requested the court to transfer 

all his case to some another bench for reconsideration as he was not satisfied with the 

decision made by this undersigned bench. 

4. Written Submission by respondent PIO: A letter (undertaking) vide diary no. 22787  dated 

06.10.2021, is received in the commission from respondent PIO Sh. Charanjit Singh , 

relevant portion of which is reproduced below: 

 

5. Taking note of the prayer of the appellant to transfer this case to some another bench for 

redressal, this Court is of the considered view that the appellant has no reason to approach 

this Commission again for the same RTI application when the case has been properly 

heard/addressed by the bench of undersigned. 
 

6. In view of this Court, it is a clear cut case of forum shopping. Such practice is against the 

judicial discipline. The act of bench-hunting or bench shopping or bench-avoiding is not 

permissible under the law. No appellant/complainant can play hide and seek with the 

courts or adopt pick and choose. Another settled canon of administration of justice is that no 

appellant/complainant should be permitted to misuse the judicial process by filing frivolous 

petitions. No appellant/complainant has a right to unlimited drought upon the Court time and 

public money in order to get his affairs settled in the manner as he wishes. In any event 

there is no justifiable reason in such a case to permit the petitioner to invoke the 

extraordinary jurisdiction of the Court under RTI Act 2005 of the Commission once again 

seeking similar relief. In various judgments, the Apex Court has heavily come on and 

criticized the bench hunting. Bench hunting has been deprecated by the Apex Court in the 

case of Sarguja Transport Service Vs. State Transport Appellate Tribunal, Madhya Pradesh, 

Gwalior reported in (1987) 1 SCC 5 and in M/S. Upadhyay & Co vs State Of U.P. & 

others reported in (1999) 1 SCC 81. 
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Appeal Case No.1449 of 2020 
    (Cisco Webex Proceedings) 

 

Decision: 

 

7. Keeping in view of the forgoing discussion of the case and perusal of the records placed in 

the case file, this Court is of the view that the RTI application has been suitably replied and 

the information has been supplied to the best extent. Moreover, the factual position has 

been brought to the notice of the appellant.                            

 The appeal is disposed of accordingly. 

         Sd/-     
Chandigarh                                                                    (Maninder Singh Patti) 

Dated: 25.10.2021                                                      State Information Commissioner, Pb. 
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